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Synopsis

The unforgettable inspiring memoir of one extraordinary doctor who is saving lives in a most
unconventional way Ask Me Why | Hurt is the touching and revealing first-person account of the
remarkable work of Dr. Randy Christensen. Trained as a pediatrician, he works not in a typical
hospital setting but, rather, in a 38-foot Winnebago that has been refitted as a doctora ™s office on
wheels. His patients are the citya ™s homeless adolescents and children. In the shadow of one
affluent American city, Dr. Christensen has dedicated his life to caring for society’s throwaway
kidsa "the often-abused, unloved children who live on the streets without access to proper health
care, all the while fending off constant threats from thugs, gangs, pimps, and other predators. With
the Winnebago as his moveable medical center, Christensen and his team travel around the
outskirts of Phoenix, attending to the children and teens who need him most. With tenderness and
humor, Dr. Christensen chronicles everything from the struggles of the vana ™s early beginnings, to
the support system it became for the kids, and the ultimate recognition it has achieved over the
years. Along with his immense professional challenges, he also describes the trials and joys he
faces while raising a growing family with his wife Amy. By turns poignant, heartbreaking, and
charming, Dr. Christensen’s story is a gripping and rich memoir of his work and family, one of those

rare books that stays with you long after youa ™ve turned the last page.
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Customer Reviews



| don’t think I've ever read a book that made me feel more like a slug than this story of Dr. Randy
Christensen and his work among homeless teens in a mobile medical clinic in Phoenix.When his
hospital begins to talk about founding a mobile medical van to reach homeless children, Dr.
Christensen jumps at the chance to start the work. He motors around the bad parts of town aboard
his converted Winnebago, battles skeptical medical and government bureaucracies and fundraises
for grants and donations to keep the perpetually cash-strapped medical van going. He works at a
camp for diabetic children and dutifully does his rounds at the hospital. He works from sunup to way
past sundown, dragging his tired and hungry self home day after day, burdened by the sorrows he
sees on the street. What amazed me most was that Dr. Christensen came to his calling in his 30s,
after he has finished his medical training, married and is starting his practice and a family. While
your 30s can certainly be considered young, it is also the time of life when most of us have already
immersed ourselves in our marginally meaningful lives and couldn’t summon up the energy to do
just one of the things Dr. Christensen does with his life. More power to him!This is an inspiring story
of one man’s battles with the pull of the street, the intractability of the healthcare system and
government safety nets that are failing his kids, and the daily challenges of a cutting edge medical
mission. His stories of kids like Nicole, Sugar, Matt, Donald and Nizhoni will linger in your heart long
after you've closed the book. The stories of their successes are inspiring, but the stories of lives that

end in tragedy are equally heartwrenching.
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